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Meeting on the development of a standard ignition source
for testing mattresses and upholstered furniture
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U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
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Representatives from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), California Bureau of Home Furnishings, and the
mattress and upholstered furniture industries met to discuss the development of a surrogate for
the standard cigarette ignition source for testing mattresses and upholstered furniture.

Regulatory activity in New York State mandating less fire-prone cigarettes and changes in the
formulation of non-filter cigarettes currently on the market have prompted the need to identify an
alternate cigarette ignition source. A proposed test plan from NIST was discussed. The NIST
proposal identifies four possible approaches distinguished as “hot spot, hot rod, traveling hot

spot 1, and traveling hot spot 2.”

Alternative approaches, including cotton ropes and punk sticks, were described by CPSC
Laboratory Sciences staff, see attached slides. Supporting data from studies of heat and rate of
burning measurements on current cigarettes and possible surrogates were presented. Based on
the testing, it appears that the cotton rope could be a realistic approach. However, further studies
and additional discussions regarding the development of the standard ignition source are
planned. Based on the CPSC Laboratory’s current testing schedule, a follow-up meeting is

expected in Fall, 2002,
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